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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Paper 

Resumed from 19 June on the following motion moved by Hon N.D. Griffiths (Minister for Racing and 
Gaming) -  

That pursuant to Standing Order No 49(1)(c), the Council take note of tabled paper No 1428 (2002-03 
Budget Statements), laid upon the Table of the House on 16 May 2002. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.06 am]:  Mr President -  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  We are ready for you! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  That is nice to know. 

The PRESIDENT:  Steady, members! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Thank you, Mr President, for protecting me.  I think I need it.  When I was 
reading the latest census figures on Australian social trends, I noticed how families have changed over the years.  
I wish to draw the Government’s attention to two excellent programs, one in Perth and the other in Bridgetown.  
Unfortunately, the Government has been particularly mean spirited by closing down the Anglicare helping hands 
program.  This program is unique in the world and is very successful.  It started in Perth as a pilot program in 
1996.  It links children with caring seniors in the community who act as surrogate grandparents so that these 
children have significant others in their lives.  These are not naughty children.  These are isolated children.  
Referrals for this program come from Australian Red Cross (Western Australia), the Department for Community 
Development, Wanslea Family Services and other agencies that deal with families.  These seniors do not play at 
being grandparents for only two hours a week.  They play a significant role in the lives of these children and 
their families for a long time.  What makes this program unique is the long-term involvement with these children 
and the intergenerational mentoring.  This program is very special.  It has 70 volunteers who are matched up 
with 80 families.  Eighty families are on the waiting list for this program.  The cost of the program is only 
$50 000 a year.  However, that funding will cease on 30 June.  All Governments, whether they be Liberal or 
Labor, need to realise that it is better to take preventive measures at the start to stop social problems from 
developing than to try to control these problems at the end.  This is a wonderful program.  It puts children with 
surrogate grandparents.  We will be much better off if we can spend $50 000 at the beginning of these kids’ lives 
and match them with people who can give them all sorts of values and experiences.  That $50 000 is nothing 
compared with what the Department for Community Development pays out for children who are going off the 
rails.  I am not suggesting that these children are the ones who will go off the rails; they are just isolated within 
families. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is preventive.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is preventive.  I would like the Leader of the House to take these comments to 
the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth.  This program is operating 
out of the Office of Seniors Interests - that is where the money came from - but there is no reason that it cannot 
operate out of the Department for Community Development.  It is so worthwhile.  My children have 
grandparents and are close to them.  They visit them for a meal and to be spoiled.  They are significant others in 
their lives.  The list goes on.  I have already mentioned how the census results show how society has changed.  
Children need to be loved and cared for.  It is basic stuff.  Why can we not continue this valuable program, 
which has been running for six years?  Many families are receiving enormous benefits.  As I said, it will close its 
doors on 30 June.  I ask the minister and the Government to find $50 000 so that it can continue.  It is such a 
small cost.  I managed to convince The West Australian to publish the story last week.  

The other worthwhile project for which I cannot get any funding - I have tried - is in my home town of 
Bridgetown.  Henri Nouwen House is another project that is unique to the south west.  It offers counselling for 
families in crisis.  The health and community development ministers have said there is to be no funding for this 
centre.  In 1998, Holyoake South West became Henri Nouwen House, a completely independent organisation 
with its own constitution and voluntary management committee that saves the Government much money.  Its 
counselling for families in crisis role is unique.  It operates with a budget of $12 000, which comes from client 
fees at $15 a session, fundraising and donations.  In 2001 the committee raised $10 000 by catering at different 
local functions, holding raffles and other fundraising events.  In addition, $2 000 was received from a children 
helping children concert, and $1 000 from the Shire of Boyup Brook.  Client fees totalled just over $4 000.  The 
committee raised over $17 000.  The only state government assistance the centre received in the past year was a 
recent Lotteries Commission grant of $5 000 to purchase a much-needed photocopier.  The program creates a 
safe environment that empowers clients to find their own answers and take responsibility for their own lives.  
The objective of the program is to develop self-esteem and self empowerment.  It is for mainly alcoholics and 
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drug addicts and their families.  About 150 clients used this service in some way during the last financial year.  
Henri Nouwen House is located in Bridgetown, some 280 kilometres south of Perth.  However, clients travel 
from as far away as Beverley, which is 270 kilometres to the north east; Denmark; Australind; Brunswick; and 
Margaret River.  They do this because it is the only program that provides benefits for children and co-
dependants.  Nowhere else outside of Perth offers that.  This voluntary management committee raises $17 000 
every year to keep this centre going.   

The children’s program is a special program.  During the last financial year the number of clients for this 
program grew by 50 per cent from 12 to 18.  Children of approximately seven to 13 years of age attend a six-
week program for one hour a week.  It is a creative program that involves counselling on a one-to-one basis and 
empowers young people to take responsibility for themselves.  Again, this is achieved by creating a safe 
environment.  All services and sessions are confidential.   

Volunteer involvement is necessary for this centre to continue operating.  The programs offered by the centre 
provide many benefits to the community by increasing the self-esteem and self empowerment of people and 
encouraging them to learn from other people’s experiences and take pride in themselves.  Henri Nouwen House 
works closely with other locally-based counsellors and makes referrals to other agencies such as community 
drugs service teams, Holyoake and Serenity Lodge, a live-in program for dependants situated in Rockingham.  
The number of young people seeking help has increased by 50 per cent.  I have spoken before on health matters 
that affect the south west, and I mentioned Henri Nouwen House on those occasions.  The issue of mental health 
runs across government agencies.  It affects the Police Service, family services and other core government 
agencies.  The South Western Times reported on 23 May that -  

Police stations in the South West District are being left unattended for up to eight hours because police 
have to deal with people suffering drug and alcohol induced psychosis.   

Supt John Watson said stations such as Donnybrook, Margaret River and Bridgetown had been left 
unattended because officers were needed to escort patients to psychiatric facilities in Perth.   

 . . .  

In some cases the Royal Flying Doctor Service had been used to transport patients, leaving police 
escorts stranded in Perth with no way to return to the South West.  

Towns are vulnerable because no police are in attendance at these times.  The Government’s Bunbury Health 
Task Force report, which was tabled in Parliament on 22 May, says that a review is needed to address ways of 
attracting psychiatrists to the south west.  I tell this Government that the situation in the south west has reached 
crisis point.  Mental health patients are being turned away from the new facility built under the previous 
Government.  We do not have the necessary psychiatrists.  
I looked through the profiles of people with disabilities, and found that Albany has 242 people with known 
psychological problems and that Bunbury has 422 such people.  These statistics refer to those with known 
psychological problems; people who are registered.  Many are not registered.  Busselton has 283 people with 
known psychological problems; Collie, 145; Harvey, 253; Manjimup, 160; and another 794 are spread 
throughout the south west.  That is a total of 2 299 known psychological cases in the south west; however, there 
are hardly any psychiatrists in the south west.  There are also the unknown cases; the people who need urgent 
psychiatric treatment.  We do not have the psychiatrists to cater for them.  People with alcohol and drug abuse 
problems are causing the systems to overload.  This is affecting the police and the hospitals.  People do not like 
dealing with patients when they are psychotic and fight everyone.  They are very hard to deal with.  As a matter 
of interest, Western Australia is second to only the Northern Territory for incidences of alcohol-related assaults.  
The South Western Times reported that alcohol consumption in Western Australia’s non-metropolitan regions far 
outstrips that in the metropolitan regions.  It further reported that of the 323 public hospital admissions for 
alcohol-related problems in Bunbury last year -  
The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  There seems to be a bit too much audible conversation.  If people want to 
have a conversation, they can have it elsewhere. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Of those hospital admissions, 35 were for assaults, 40 were for road injuries and 
130 were due to long-term alcohol abuse.  Perhaps I could go over the previous two pages of my speech as the 
people on the opposite side were not listening.  I will do an Hon Peter Foss.   
The South Western Times reported that South West Mental Health Service director David Naughton said that 
there is no alternative to police officers transporting involuntary mental health clients such as those at risk to 
themselves.  The closest facility able to receive involuntary mental health patients is in the metropolitan area.  
The south west has a 16-bed facility in Bunbury, but no psychiatric staff.  This is an area that needs addressing.  
The Government should look at obtaining appropriate site staff so that the transportation of patients to the 
metropolitan area ceases.  Over the past few months the acute care facilities for involuntary patients have been 
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closed due to a lack of staffing levels.  This week, The West Australian carried a story that rural general 
practitioners were in crisis.  If they are in crisis, how hard must it be for people who need specialist staff in the 
south west and the great southern?  They are just not there.  I know that the problem is being looked at, but 
things are at crisis level.  The member for Bunbury is quoted in a newspaper as saying that in the absence of the 
hospital boards the community still needed to be involved in health decision making in the south west.  I applaud 
him for saying that but how will they be involved?   
I have spoken broadly about the harm this Government is doing by abolishing country health boards.  It was 
recently brought to my attention that the Government is downgrading nursing posts.  Nurses who run these posts 
are extremely dedicated and highly qualified.  I understand that a nurse who was in charge and classified at level 
3 and who had the title “remote area nurse manager” under the Australian Nursing Federation award, has been 
downgraded to a level 1 position with the title “nurse in charge”.  She is shattered and outraged.  She has good 
reason to be outraged.  She has made inquiries to Jerramungup, Tambellup and Northcliffe and found that the 
nursing positions have been reduced to level 2.  Williams is the only town that is left at level 3.  The nurses who 
have been reduced to level 2 are also outraged.  The nurses have to deal with all sorts of trauma but they do not 
get paid any more for the extra work.  One told me that she even has to go to the toilet with a mobile phone as 
she is on duty 24 hours a day.  She is paid only $68 a fortnight for doing that. 
For those who do not know, Bremer Bay is 180 kilometres from Albany and is the most distant outpost.  
Services are provided by the nurse and visiting specialists - when they are available - in child health, accident 
and emergency, diabetes, education, immunisation, home visiting, palliative care, pastoral care, telehealth 
services, well women’s clinics, asthma education, crisis accommodation for domestic violence and nutrition 
education.  The nurse, and other country nurses, are justifiably angry when one considers the hours they work 
and the demands on their time.  A little bit of recognition would go a long way; however, instead of recognition, 
they feel as though they have been put out to pasture.  This is why: the Bremer Bay nursing post is open Monday 
to Friday and the nurse is on call when the post is closed, including evenings and weekends.  This equates to 18 
hours a day plus 24 hours a day on weekends.  Apart from $68 a fortnight, the nurse receives two weeks isolation 
leave.  This year she was rewarded with a downgrade to level 1.  She has been doing a wonderful job for the past 
12 years.  I understand that the reclassifications have just been changed but, if a person was a level 3 and is then 
told she is a level 1, that is very damaging psychologically, especially having worked hard for 12 years.  The 
other nurses are also very angry.  How will we ever attract nurses to rural centres?  We will not be able to.  
Nurses are a very important part of community life in all rural areas whether it be the south west, the great 
southern or any other area. 

I move from social issues to boating issues.  The Government has provided $12 million for a marina in Albany.  
I am not against a marina in Albany; however, one is needed in Augusta.  The river mouth in Augusta shifts and 
is very shallow and it is often extremely dangerous for boats to negotiate the river mouth.  This has led to less 
than 25 per cent of available fishing boats using Augusta as a base port.  Augusta is the best place for whale 
watching in Western Australia; however, Albany people who believe they have the best whale watching 
opportunities can dispute the claim.  I am not going to fight over Augusta and Albany. 

Hon Barry House:  Dunsborough is good as well. 

Hon Norman Moore:  And Kalbarri. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Apparently marinas are needed across the State.  Augusta should be next on the 
list. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Talk about the taxes you would need to raise to pay for them all. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister should tell us about WA Inc and all the money his side lost! 

A marina would greatly boost tourism at Augusta.  Having a marina would greatly improve the safety of boats in 
the area, as the weather blows up particularly quickly and the mouth of the Blackwood River becomes 
impassable.  Vessels have had to keep moving in the Flinders Bay area for up to 16 hours because they cannot 
anchor due to bad weather.  Many people have been rescued from the river mouth bar.  On 8 May, the 
Department of Transport held a meeting with local fishermen from the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River to 
discuss safety issues facing the local fishing fleet.  A marina would be a safety factor for boats travelling 
between Perth and Albany and would provide safe anchorage at the junction of the Southern and Indian Oceans.  
In the past few years, a number of west coast crayboats have used Hamelin Bay as a port to catch crayfish in the 
extreme south of the legal fishing zone.  There are no refuelling points south of Bunbury or west of Albany for 
the fleet.  Diesel fuel is taken to the boats in 20-litre containers, often in adverse conditions.  In the past two 
weeks, some boats nearly came to grief in gale force weather.  Yesterday’s The West Australian carried an article 
on this.  Bill Shepherd, a councillor with the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River, has contacted me several times 
over the past few years about the need for a marina at Augusta for this very reason.  The article in The West 
Australian is titled “Safe harbour needed: council” and states - 
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The plight of two crayboats this week highlighted a major problem on the south-west coast, the lack of 
a safe harbour, Augusta-Margaret River Shire Council president Nick Dornan said yesterday. 

Mr Dornan challenged the State Government to find money for environmental studies for a safe boat 
harbour in the Cape-to-Cape region. 

Bad weather sank the back of a 19m fibreglass crayboat, which can carry 3000 litres of fuel, at Hamelin 
Bay yesterday, leaving a 200m trail of diesel in the water.  It was believed that the boat broke its 
mooring at the old jetty. 

On Sunday, the sea search and rescue vessel had to help a 14m aluminium crayboat which had run 
aground on the sandbar at the Augusta River mouth entrance to Flinders Bay, damaging its propeller. 

Mr Dornan said the incidents were not life-threatening but if people were in danger in other instances, it 
sometimes would be very difficult for the sea search and rescue vessel to respond. 

He said it was unreasonable that in bad weather boats would have to moor in Bunbury or Albany or ride 
out storms at sea because there were no appropriate facilities in the region. 

The planning and costing for the marina has already been done.  The only reason it did not proceed in 1996 was 
because rocks for the groyne were costed to come from the area near the marina.  Conservationists in the 
community are believed to have blocked the proposal.  The area is dangerous for boats, as are other areas such as 
Kalbarri.   
Hon Barry House:  The Blackwood River is almost silted up. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Is it?  It is time an environmental study was done. 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Your lot had eight years to do something! 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is nice to hear that the Labor Party is listening, as well as the Greens.  
I will jump from the topic of marinas to orchardists and fruit exports, which bring $27 million to the community 
at Donnybrook.  Recently I received representations from the fruit growing industry about amendments to 
AS 2550.10-1994 becoming effective from 1 July.  I understand that some progress has been made, and that two 
amendments will be repealed.  However, there is still uncertainty in this industry and it has been most upsetting 
for the growers involved.  This Australian standard will require a major strip-down of all elevating work 
platforms, sandblasting and non-destructive testing of all stress areas.  The first test must be carried out after 10 
years and subsequent tests must be carried out every five years thereafter, plus numerous other requirements.  
Approximately 1 500 machines of all makes are currently operating in the horticultural industry, and 
approximately 1 200 of those are in excess of 10 years old.  It has been said that up to 50 per cent of 
Donnybrook’s fruit growers could be forced to shut down if WorkSafe requires growers to carry out major 
services on elevating work platforms.  As an example, the cherry picker is one such platform.  The latest South 
West Development Commission statistics for the Donnybrook-Balingup region show that fruit growing brings in 
almost $28 million a year, so it is an industry worth looking after.  The orchardists are being placed under a 
tremendous strain, as they do not know what machinery they can keep and what they cannot.  The cost of 
servicing one of these machines is around $3 000, which is a hefty amount, although on average it could be 
$5 000 or even $10 000 for major repairs.  It does not take much to add up the cost to an orchardist who has 
multiple pieces of machinery.   

The maximum penalty for operating a machine older than 10 years without this service is $25 000.  Many 
orchardists will not be able to afford the servicing and could end up breaking the law.  Seventy-five per cent of 
machinery in the industry is more than 10 years old and would need immediate servicing after 1 July.  Mr Fry, a 
manufacturer in Donnybrook, has spoken to me and said that he has refused to provide parts or services for 
machines older than 10 years because he is afraid that he could be sued.  As of 7 June he stopped manufacturing 
new machines and will only make to order and will not stock.  He has just put off one person from his business.  
This will have a roll-on effect.  Mr Fry told me that there needs to be a new code of practice for orchards or the 
whole horticultural industry, so that they can all comply with WorkSafe regulations.  At the moment, there are 
no discretionary powers.  Orchard machinery is placed in the same category as industrial machinery, which is 
ludicrous.  The fruit growing industry is a big employer and brings $28 million to the community, so it needs to 
be looked after.  Some commonsense needs to prevail.  I understand that some has, but there needs to be a lot 
more talking before the confidence of the growers and manufacturers returns.   

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [10.33 am]:  After two Labor Government budgets a very familiar pattern 
is again starting to emerge.  For two years we have been seeing broken election promises, high taxation rates and 
an increased range of taxes and charges.  The State’s debt levels are again starting to creep up, with the Bankcard 
mentality starting to re-emerge.  We are seeing cutbacks in expenditure on capital works around the State but 
particularly on road and building in rural Western Australia.  We are seeing projects being re-announced and 
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repackaged - sometimes up to five times.  The spin doctors in the Labor Party are very good.  They are better at 
that than we were.  I acknowledge that.  It is all froth and bubble and there is no substance to it.  We hear lots of 
announcements and see glossy brochures about projects that are being re-announced, repackaged and rejigged.  
We hear about a project five times before something happens on the ground.  Over the past two budgets a pattern 
has emerged, with projects consistently being delayed to make the bottom line of the budget look better, and a 
general assault on wealth creation industries and the business community.   

Let us not forget that in the run-up to the state election then opposition leader Gallop said there would be no 
increase in state taxes under Labor.  That was a core promise.  We know the end result: the Treasurer’s budget 
speech announced new revenue measures that will raise a net $110 million in 2002-03.  Among the highest 
increases are those for stamp duty on buying a family home and a family car.  The tax payable on the purchase of 
an average $180 000 home will increase by $510, from about $5 090 to $5 600.  The stamp duty payable on 
buying a standard Holden Commodore has increased by $500.  On Tuesday I tabled a petition with 1 300 
signatures from people involved in the motor industry around Western Australia.  Just to remind members, that 
petition states -  

We the undersigned residents of Western Australia request the Legislative Council to urge the 
Government to review the impact of its vehicle Stamp Duty proposals, in particular the potential for a 
negative impact on sales, loss of employment opportunities and the adverse impact of these factors on 
the West Australian economy.   

The result of these increased taxes is that Western Australia has now become extremely uncompetitive in 
comparison with other parts of Australia and is losing business in the motor vehicle industry to Queensland and 
other States.   

I encourage the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and General Purposes, under the chairmanship of 
Hon Adele Farina, to take up that petition, as it does with petitions presented to this House, to thoroughly 
investigate that situation.  I look forward to the committee’s report to the Parliament, which will give us a full 
picture of the impact on that industry and on ordinary consumers throughout this State.   

The Treasurer boasts about a budget surplus, which has been achieved only by imposing new taxes.  It was a 
surplus that he had to have at any cost.  In this case it will come straight out of the pockets of Western 
Australians.  In the fine print at the end of the budget speech the Treasurer says -  

Naturally, our decision to invest in infrastructure means increasing State debt - extending our net 
borrowings by $585.2 million in 2002-03.  

The Treasurer tried very hard to keep that quiet, but he had to reveal it.  He revealed it at the end of his budget 
speech, hoping that people would not give it much credence.  The alarm bells should be ringing for Western 
Australians.  It is a case of here we go again.   

The Treasurer also said in his budget speech that since coming to office the Government had demonstrated a 
strong commitment to regional development.  Excuse me, Mr Deputy President, but that almost invokes a belly 
laugh.  It is difficult to believe that the Treasurer had the gall to say that.  I do not intend to dwell on what we 
have already been through in this Chamber in the past 18 months with the Government’s assault on 
parliamentary representation for rural WA, but I will briefly mention a couple of other areas that make me very 
cynical of a statement like that.   

We have previously debated rural health.  Some very consistent themes are emerging.  The budgets for rural 
health services are breaking even, at best.  Very few or no rural health service capital works projects have been 
initiated.  The only projects under way seem to be those left over from commitments made prior to the change of 
Government.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You might have provided buildings, but you did very little else.  The health system was 
left in an absolutely deplorable state by your lot.  You sold assets to build -  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Order!  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich will get her chance in a 
moment.  In fact, I will call her next.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I don’t have a contribution.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I would like the parliamentary secretary to provide just one example.  I have previously 
mentioned the mental health facilities at Bunbury.  We fought very hard to have them included in the 
magnificent south west campus.  Patients from the south west are often sent straight to Graylands Hospital 
because the Bunbury facility has no personnel.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Your Government negotiated the building of that facility.   
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Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The Labor Party is in government now.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That building was authorised and built by your Government.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I welcome any positive response from the parliamentary secretary.  However, if that is 
the best she can do, she should not bother.   

I refer members to the abolition of country health boards.  The chairman of the Vasse Leeuwin Health Service 
resigned out of frustration and disgust that he was being asked to perform a function he was not able to perform - 
he was not given the necessary resources.  

Hon N.D. Griffiths interjected. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It was all smoke and mirrors.  The Health Minister unilaterally abolished five south west 
health boards.  That has now spread across the State; all the rural health boards have been abolished.  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  It was a good decision.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  An excellent decision!   

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich will come to order! 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Members opposite say that that was an excellent decision.  That reinforces that they 
have absolutely no concept of community ownership of facilities.  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Are you a communist?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  No.  The minister insults the contribution of local people.  He does not understand it.  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Local people are pleased to be rid of those boards.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Those local health facilities have been provided over many years through the voluntary 
effort, commitment and fundraising undertaken by local people aided and abetted by the Government.  It is not 
the other way around.  They have a legitimate feeling of ownership of those facilities.  This Government has 
stripped that away.   

A study I saw the other day indicated that the rate of volunteering in rural areas - I think the figures relate to 
Western Australia, but they might relate to Australia - is 10 times greater than in city communities.  That does 
not surprise me.  The volunteer ethic in country communities is extremely strong; people are prepared to give 
their time, energy and money to support worthwhile community facilities.  They rate health facilities extremely 
highly.  Their thanks from this Government is a kick in the teeth.  They will probably be lucky to get that! 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Why keep going on about it?  The Government has changed.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I go on about it because it is important.  The Government does not go on about it 
because it does not acknowledge that it is important. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  There has been a change of government.  Get used to it!  Get real!  You are not in 
control.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Order!  As far as going on is concerned, I will warn Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich once 
more and then I will name her.  If I do so, she will be required to leave the Chamber.  Another member has the 
call at the moment.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  In referring to the Government’s commitment to regional Western Australia, I will 
briefly consider the timber industry.  The Government’s radical decision to stop old-growth logging has 
decimated the timber communities of Manjimup, Pemberton, Nannup and Northcliffe.  I was talking to a 
Northcliffe publican the other day who is in dire straits.  She bought her business 18 months ago and the 
Government’s decision has stripped the town.  That has put her business in severe jeopardy.  That is just one 
example; there are many more in the area.   

The Government’s decision to stop old-growth logging has also impacted on larger centres in the south west, 
such as Bunbury and Busselton.  Members should not underestimate the effect of that decision.  Much more 
fallout will occur.  The Government has been painfully slow in putting together timber allocations to give the 
industry some certainty and in providing restructuring money that has been promised to the industry.  

The budget papers give the impression of significant capital works for education in the south west.  Mention is 
made of Busselton Senior High School, Collie Senior High School and Newton Moore Senior High School.  
However, a closer inspection reveals that it is rehashed or repackaged money from the sale of AlintaGas.  Hon 
Colin Barnett, as Minister for Education - I was the parliamentary secretary assisting him at the time - worked 
hard to ensure that a decent slice of the proceeds of the sale would be spent on the refurbishment of older schools 
in the State.  Two in the metropolitan area are Mount Lawley Senior High School and Rossmoyne Senior High 
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School.  They appear in the budget papers as prominent examples of capital works in education.  That money 
was made available by the coalition Government and it has now been allocated.  It gives the impression of new 
money, but it is reannounced, rehashed and repackaged.   

I take a particular interest in Busselton Senior High School, because I am a former student, teacher and parent of 
the school.  According to the budget papers, $2 million will be spent on a new visual arts centre, which is sorely 
needed.  The visual arts facilities at the school are virtually the same as they were when I was a student there in 
the 1960s.  They are very old and tired.  The school was built in 1959 and, like other schools of that vintage, it 
needs urgent upgrading.  The school was built for about 300 students and it now caters for more than 1 200.  It 
needs urgent attention.   

The school is also being forced to look at innovative ways to provide services.  The construction of a new school 
in that area is well down the track.  Questions have been asked whether it is even necessary.  People in the 
community are prepared to work to come up with other solutions.  They have been very innovative in attracting 
significant support from local businesses for the school’s computer program.  They are also looking to outsource 
some programs.  That is probably not quite the right word, because the programs will still be controlled by the 
school, and the staff do that very well.  However, the programs will be conducted in other localities around the 
town.  Industrial workshops lend themselves extremely well to that approach.  Programs in aquaculture, 
hospitality and tourism have been developed.  In the next few years, the Busselton High School campus will 
spread across a wide geographical area instead of being centred in one location.  It is a big school, and it must be 
managed in discrete units.  As an aside, Busselton High School, like many other schools in Western Australia, 
was severely impacted upon by the Minister for Education’s decision to make school fees voluntary.  Prior to the 
minister’s decision in February or March 2001, Busselton High School was collecting fees from between 90 per 
cent and 92 per cent of its students.  Last year, it collected only 85 per cent, because payments started to decline 
after the fees became voluntary.  This year the school expects to collect fees from between 65 per cent and 
70 per cent of its students.  The drop off in school fees has been enormous, and it has affected the programs the 
school can offer its students.  The Minister for Education promised that he would top up Busselton High 
School’s funds -  

Hon Graham Giffard:  Which programs are affected?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Programs such as photography and mechanics.   

Hon Graham Giffard:  They are extra cost units.  In other words, school fees do not go towards such programs.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Not necessarily.   

Hon Graham Giffard interjected.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  They still pay the extra costs, but there must be a top up.  The extra costs subsidise the 
full cost of the units.   

Hon Graham Giffard:  Should school fees cover the extra unit costs?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I would like to see the Minister for Education put his money where his mouth is and 
provide the money for schools so that they can run their programs.  He has severely undermined the education 
system by encouraging people who can afford to pay school fees not to pay them.   

Hon Adele Farina:  The member for Mitchell did that.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The member for Mitchell is not the Minister for Education.   

In desperately trying to secure its programs, Busselton High School - I am not sure of the legalities of its 
proposal, although I do not know if that is the right word - is asking students to pay their school fees before they 
participate in the Country Senior High Schools Week.  It is only reasonable that those who want to participate in 
Country Week - which will cost about $1 000 - first pay their school fees, which are between $100 and $150.  
Given the minister’s decision to make school fees voluntary, I am not sure whether the school can legally insist 
that students pay them.  However, that is the situation he has forced upon many schools in Western Australia.   

Hon Graham Giffard:  Are you saying that students have to pay their school fees before they can participate in 
Country Week?  Students cannot be told that they cannot participate in an activity when the activity is not 
covered by school fees.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Should students be allowed to go to Country Week if they have not paid their school 
fees?  Should they be allowed to take part in an event that will cost over $1 000 when they are not willing to pay 
$100 in school fees?  

Hon Graham Giffard:  School fees are not applicable to Country Week.  That activity is a separate issue.   
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Hon BARRY HOUSE:  That is why I said that if push comes to shove the school might not be on solid legal 
ground.  However, it is a problem when people are prepared to pay over $1 000 for a fun activity when they are 
not prepared to contribute $100 in school fees.   

I could not help but notice that a large percentage of the capital works budget for the south west is contributed by 
statutory authorities and government corporations that generate their own funds.  I refer to the Bunbury Port 
Authority, Western Power, the Water Corporation, the Bunbury Water Board and the Busselton Water Board, all 
of which feature prominently in the capital works budget.  All such organisations generate their own funds.  That 
is my observation, and members can make what they like from it.  In health the only major item of capital works 
is the Margaret River Hospital upgrade.  In education, the upgrade at Eaton High School, which was started by 
the previous Government, will continue.  Five million dollars has been allocated for the new Djidi Djidi 
Aboriginal School, which will be built on the old Picton Primary School site.  I have already mentioned that 
Newton Moore Senior High, Busselton Senior High and Collie Senior High will rehash projects from AlintaGas 
money.  Money has been allocated to Dunsborough Primary School; however, it is experiencing problems.  The 
school has been told that it cannot have a paved hard court area that will complement the seven-classroom 
facility that is being built.  It might end up with a new building, but the kids will have to trek through a desert to 
get to the other side of the school.  The capital cost for such a project is about $70 000.  The school has long 
fought for this project, and the new facilities will reclassify the school from level 4 to level 5.   

Hon Adele Farina:  The hard courts are at one end of the school and the new classrooms are at the other.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes, but they all link in because they are complementary facilities.  There is a real 
chance that the school will be short changed.   

I could not find any capital works for the south west in law and order.  The coalition Government has a proud 
record of building police stations and other facilities, which upgraded the capital infrastructure around the State.  
Road funding has almost disappeared, and yet it is critical.  The only construction taking place is left over from 
the works that were started by the coalition Government.  Both sections of the South West highway are in critical 
need -  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Why didn’t you fix it?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The coalition Government started to fix it.  The Government has killed the project stone 
dead.  The South West Highway between Pinjarra and Bunbury requires major work.  It also requires work on 
the section between Bunbury and Manjimup.  Muir Highway has been in critical need for many years.  The 
Bussell Highway between Vasse and Margaret River is also in critical need.   

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  You failed to meet major critical needs in your eight years in government.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The member has forgotten that his party is in government.  His Government is in control 
of the car because it has the steering wheel.  I will draw stark comparisons between the way things are being 
done and the way they should be done.  For a start, let us compare and contrast two important rail services.  As 
yet, one is unbuilt; that is, the Perth-Mandurah route.  The second service is the Perth-Bunbury route - the 
Australind train service.  On the southern rail line to Mandurah some policy decisions have been made that will 
result in a time delay of at least two years in the building of the facility, with a massive increase in the project 
cost of at least $300 million - I would not be surprised if that figure doubles or triples.  There are also serious 
doubts about the engineering capabilities of sections of the new line; that is, the routes across the Mt Henry and 
Narrows Bridges and the tunnelling being proposed into the central business district of Perth.  There are a lack of 
linkages between this line and existing lines, and the project has escalated to resemble more of an inner city 
redevelopment project than a transport route.  All of this has happened for the sake of saving Mandurah 
commuters 12 minutes in travelling time.  We are also told that the people from Mandurah wishing to access the 
central business district will make up only six per cent of the patronage of this new rail route.  That is one piece 
of contrasting information that is emerging from the State Government’s change of mind. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Mandurah commuters are country voters.  You should stand up for the country voters.  

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I know they are and I am standing up for them.  They would have had a very adequate 
service if it were left on the existing route through Kenwick.  If the Government was so desperate to spend the 
extra money, it could have spent it on sinking the rail line in the Perth CBD.  Millions of dollars would have 
been left over from the money that will now be spent on the new project, and the Perth CBD would not have 
been disfigured.  Election promises have been broken and the timetable has been meddled with to make the 
Australind train journey considerably longer and more inconvenient for commuters.  Expenditure of the meagre 
budget that is allocated to that rail line has also been misdirected towards aesthetics rather than towards fixing 
the real problems on that line.   
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Let us remind ourselves of the genesis of the Australind train service.  The service has been operating for many 
years, but I want to go back to the 1983 election - 19 years ago - when the Labor Party’s public relations 
machine created a document called “Bunbury 2000”.  It was a magnificent bit of PR work.  The Labor Party 
packaged what was the content of a speech that Sir Charles Court had given a few years earlier to the Bunbury 
community at the South West Italian Club.  The Labor Party picked up the project, packaged it and sold it.  
Okay, it did it well.  However, part of that Bunbury 2000 project involved the Australind train service, and it 
removed the train station out of the CBD to Wollaston and upgraded the rolling stock.  This matter is very 
relevant to me because I was elected in 1987 at a critical by-election.  If we had not won that election it would 
have given the Labor Party outright control of the Legislative Council for the first time.  However, it had to wait 
another 13 years for that to happen.  The Burke Government of the time pushed hard to have that train launched 
during my election campaign in October that year.  It could not be done.  However, the television advertising 
was still promoted.  The glossy brochures came out with “The train that flies” written over them.  The television 
advertising was all done, supposedly, in the name of the State.  However, the launch could not be arranged 
during the election campaign.  The election was duly held and it was, from memory, about three or four weeks 
afterwards in November that Premier Burke, most of the Cabinet and an entourage of Labor Party personnel 
filled the train and travelled to Bunbury for the grand gala launch.  It was a notable day for the member for 
Bunbury at the time, Phil Smith, who accidentally fell over and bumped the emergency red button that brought 
the train to a screeching halt.  However, it was a grand day and we had this new train - the train that flies - 
running into Bunbury for the Bunbury commuters.  This is where the comparison lies.  This was a train that 
would service, in particular, Bunbury, which was being heavily promoted as the State’s second city.  This train 
would service that community to access the metropolitan area in a fast, comfortable and safe way, which was 
terrific.  I used to use the train a little and it was great.  It performed a very useful function and was well 
patronised for many years.  Gradually, the service needed a little tender loving care and promotion.  
Unfortunately, the service gradually wound down, with running times becoming a little slower and some of the 
problems making the journey less convenient for the commuters of Bunbury.  The service needed some 
attention.   

Along came the saviour, again, in the form of a pre-election commitment from the Labor Party in 2001.  The 
Labor Party’s election promise was that it would cut travelling time for the Australind train service from 
Bunbury to Perth to 90 minutes.  That was the election promise.  Terrific, I will support the Government if it can 
do that.  What has happened since?  This year, timetable changes from 5 May have lengthened the trip to an 
average of two hours and 45 minutes, adding considerably to the inconvenience of Bunbury commuters.  I 
reiterate that this service was to service Bunbury and give it the status it deserved as the second city of Western 
Australia; it would connect Perth to Bunbury.  Those timetable changes mean that its departure time from Perth 
train station is later; they put the Australind service behind the queue for Armadale trains and therefore slow it 
up considerably.  There are now more stops involved, the service plays second fiddle to freight trains throughout 
the route, and no work has been committed to the line.   

That is a summation of the Labor Party’s progress on the Australind line - a gigantic backward step.  The 
window dressing that has been provided has been on aesthetics.  The Government spent $1.25 million on 
prettying up the cabins.  I have been told that the changes are not significantly noticeable and do not add to the 
comfort of commuters.  There is absolutely no budget allocation for what is really needed; that is, the duelling of 
the rail line between Picton and Mundijong.  The estimated capital cost for that project is $3.5 million and it 
would make an enormous difference in providing a faster train service.  The Government cannot find 
$3.5 million for that project, yet it can find well over $300 million for something that is not needed in the Perth 
CBD because it would have been provided anyhow via an alternative route.  That, to me, is pretty warped, 
twisted logic.  Unfortunately, it is another example that reiterates the city-centric attitude of this Government in 
all avenues.  The end result for the Australind is that it will be less attractive for the people of Bunbury to use the 
service.  Fewer people will use it, and it will become - 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  When did you stop using it? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I stopped using it about five years ago.  I have not used it for about five years.  I never 
used it on a regular basis, but I used it if it was convenient.  I will use the service if it is good.  The Bunbury 
community, rightly, is outraged by what has happened.  
I will spend a couple of minutes on another local issue.  It might not seem important to those opposite.  We will 
gauge that from their response.  They will probably laugh.  I have already mentioned that one of the roads in the 
south west that needs upgrading is the Bussell Highway between Vasse and Margaret River.  It is now being put 
under a lot of pressure because of the growth in the area and other factors, such as the opening of the Busselton 
bypass, which has put more traffic directly onto that route.   
In that area, traditional agricultural pursuits are carried on.  The dairy industry is alive and well in that part of the 
world.  People have been involved in the dairy industry in that area for a long time and they are now the core of 
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the dairy industry in this State.  Along that route are about five or six dairy farms that have property on both 
sides of the highway.  Therefore, the farmers are consistently moving cattle across the highway.  If their cattle 
are on a different side from their dairy, the cattle will be moved twice a day.  There are two critical crossings 
either side of Cowaramup, for those who know the area.  The farmers involved will not mind my mentioning 
their names: Bob Webster and Peter Duggan.  They are in a critical situation.  As the traffic flows have 
increased, the danger has increased.  The safety factors are now serious for not only the people who use the roads 
but also the animals.  I have taken up their cause over the past few years, because it is not their fault that the road 
that they must cross to get to their dairy has become increasingly busy over the years.  It is a public problem; 
therefore, the public has a responsibility to solve it.  The solution, of course, is an underpass, so that they can 
move their cattle under the road. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Have you done costings of that? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes.  The costings for underpasses range up to $150 000, because they must be 
engineered to Main Roads’ specifications.  That is understandable because they go under major highways.  
However, the crunch comes because the farmers have been told consistently by Main Roads that the full 
responsibility for the cost lies with the individual farmers.  I have always thought that that is unreasonable.  They 
are prepared to commit part of the cost.  However, it is unreasonable that they should shoulder the full 
responsibility for the cost because it is a public issue, and therefore the public has a responsibility to provide part 
of the funding for the solution.  As an aside, the Busselton bypass provides an underpass for kangaroos and other 
wildlife.  If it is good enough for kangaroos and other wildlife, surely it is good enough for a productive industry 
such as the dairy industry. 

Hon Graham Giffard:  Was this problem foreseeable? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I guess it was inevitable that it would happen as the road got busier.  Often there is one 
title to the properties on either side of the road.  They cannot do a great deal about this situation.  Their farming 
operations have been run on this basis for many years, and they have no intention of changing.   
Hon N.D. Griffiths:  They are well-established farmers who are running very profitable businesses, presumably. 
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes. 
Hon N.D. Griffiths:  They want the State to come up with $175 000. 
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  No, $150 000.  Once again, I thought that we had a breakthrough - it was a breakthrough 
in rhetoric.  On 18 December last year, I asked a question in this House of the Minister for Agriculture.  The 
question states - 

(1) Does the minister support the current view of Main Roads that requires farmers who hold 
property on both sides of busy major roads, and who frequently move cattle across those roads, 
to completely fund the underpasses desired to make those roads safer? 

(2) Has the minister requested, or does he intend to request, government support for those cattle 
underpass projects by black spot road funding, by subsidy or by some other means? 

Hon Kim Chance replied - 
(1)-(2) This issue has not been discussed with me by Main Roads or raised with me by farm lobby 

groups.  I am aware of the type of crossings the member is talking about.  They are quite 
common in the eastern States.  Not having considered the matter at any great length, I think it 
is unreasonable for farmers to fully fund such crossings.  That would be my position in any 
discussions that I may have with Main Roads.  When it is in the interests of public safety to 
have under-road animal passageways, the public ought to pay a reasonable share of the costs. 

I thought that was terrific; I finally got a positive response, and I applaud Hon Kim Chance for that.  Armed with 
that, I wrote to the minister responsible for transport, Hon Alannah MacTiernan.  I included a copy of Hon Kim 
Chance’s answer and suggested that it was an unreasonable position, that the Minister for Agriculture could 
understand the reasoning, and that I seriously hoped there would be a change in policy.  That was on 24 
December last year.  I was working on Christmas Eve!  I had not received a reply by April, so I sent a nice, 
polite note to Hon Alannah MacTiernan again. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Was it polite? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes, it was polite.  That letter states - 

I refer to my correspondence . . . I would appreciate a response to this correspondence as soon as 
possible. 

I finally got a response on 2 May 2002, and it was semi-encouraging.  The last paragraph states - 
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I am pleased to advise that Main Roads has agreed to undertake a trial of flashing lights at the two 
locations along Bussell Highway mentioned in your letter.  Main Roads will be contacting the farmers 
in question in the very near future to discuss the trial particulars.  If the trial is successful, Main Roads 
will give due consideration to installing flashing lights at other appropriate sites along major roads and 
highways to improve safety, subject to funding availability. 

That was great.  I thought that was a positive breakthrough.  When I relayed that information to the two farmers 
involved, they were very surprised.  One of them had been visited by a Main Roads officer that very day.  
Obviously the Main Roads officer had been told to go to see him pronto because a letter had been written.  Main 
Roads knew absolutely nothing about the situation.  It was taken by surprise; it was news to it.  The officer said 
that there was absolutely no funding for it and that Main Roads was still asking the farmers to fund the whole lot.  
In other words, in Bob Webster’s case, power must be taken at least 100 metres to the top of a hill to make it a 
safe spot to install the lights, and he was being asked to fund the entire cost to do that.  There was certainly no 
acknowledgment that that was an interim measure and that the final solution needed to be a cattle underpass.   

The minister made a commitment.  She must now provide the resources through the agency - in this case, Main 
Roads - to honour it.  The high expectation is that this will be done and resources will be provided.  
Unfortunately, the reality suggests otherwise.  It is up to the Government.  I bring this matter to the notice of the 
Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, because I know that he has an interest in and an empathy with 
the situation, to follow it through to ensure it happens.   

I now want to touch briefly on a petition that I tabled today about the proposed alignment of the Waterloo-
Busselton 132 kV transmission line.  I acknowledge that people involved in this issue have made representations 
to the Standing Committee on Public Administration and Finance, which I chair.  However, everything that I will 
mention today is available publicly; therefore I am not breaching any of the conventions of that parliamentary 
committee.  The growth of the south west corner of this State has led to a dramatic increase in the demand for 
power in recent years.  There have been many examples of brownouts, blackouts and overloading of the system 
throughout the area.  There is no argument about the need for an upgrade of the grid.  However, over the past 12 
months there has been a debate between Western Power Corporation and the affected land-holders between 
Waterloo and Busselton, of whom there are quite a few, about the proposed route of that transmission line.   

Several community meetings have been held on this issue, the biggest of which was held in Capel Town Hall on 
8 April.  The issues raised at that meeting were the negative impact of the proposed transmission line on land use 
and the prohibition of certain activities under the transmission tower, such as irrigation; the negative impact on 
land values, which in many cases is estimated to be as high as 30 per cent; and health concerns about the impact 
of locating a transmission line close to people’s homes.  Questions have also been asked about why it is not 
proposed to put the line underground, why public rather than private land is not being used, and why the route 
cannot be along the disused railway reserve that covers a major part of that area, or on mining company 
properties or mining tenements rather than on private agricultural land.  The major question is why is there a 
focus on cleared agricultural land.  It seems as though that is an easy target, because it offers the least resistance 
to any access way or easement.  That is unfortunate.  There is also concern about whether the consultation has 
been meaningful.  Western Power has conducted environmental and Aboriginal heritage studies to obtain 
clearances.  However, the impact of the proposed transmission line on agricultural land seems to have come a 
poor second.  To Western Power’s credit, after that meeting in Capel in April it agreed to engage an agricultural 
consultant by the name of Steve Hossen.  Mr Hossen has issued a newsletter to everyone who has an interest in 
this matter.  That newsletter summarises the issues that need to be considered, such as land use impacts, specific 
sites and land value impact.  It also details that a series of meetings will be held on 17 and 18 June, and 
tomorrow in Busselton, with the stakeholders and other interested parties.  I was, therefore, alarmed on Monday 
to receive a telephone call from one of the land owners affected saying that he had received a letter from 
Western Power that states that Western Power has been given environmental and Aboriginal heritage clearances; 
accordingly, Western Power confirms its requirement to enter his land for the purpose of constructing the 
transmission line.  It continues -  

Prior to actual construction works commencing, there are a number of preparatory activities that have to 
take place, such as the installation of gates and any special access, vegetation clearing and surveys for 
easement purposes. 

It is anticipated that the above activities will commence on 19 June 2002 . . .   

That is yesterday.  That letter implies that the route has already been settled, and that Western Power wants to 
use the authority that it no doubt has under the legislation to begin the work.  It is outrageous for Western Power 
to tell a landowner that it will enter his land to start construction of this line when the outstanding issues are 
supposedly still being examined by an agricultural consultant, who has said that he will report in September, and 
when a petition has been laid before this House and will be taken up by a parliamentary committee.  Western 
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Power is a good corporate citizen in many respects and does an excellent job in providing an essential service to 
the community.  However, this is one example of how at times its attitude towards individuals is very heavy-
handed.  I appeal to the Government through its ministers - and I hope the message gets back to the Minister for 
Energy - to ask Western Power to back off.  Western Power is certainly not encouraging a good relationship 
between it and a community when the consultative processes are outstanding, yet it is telling a landowner that it 
will enter his land yesterday to start construction.  That is not the way to go about things and is pretty poor form.   

I had intended to mention the issue of elevated work platforms for the fruit picking industry.  However, the 
previous speaker has done that.  I sincerely hope the Government takes those messages on board.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson. 
 


